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Accuracy It must be able to split time into pieces that match the definition of the second
as well as possible.

Stability The clock must produce ticks at constant intervals. This is often confused with
the first point, as an accurate clock must be stable, but a stable one need not be

accurate.

Reproducibility One clock in the whole world is not enough. We need at least two to be
able to measure their first two attributes, as will be explained later.
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